
Domestic Violence

Source: Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement (ICSI). Domestic violence. Bloomington (MN): Institute for Clinical Systems Improvement 
(ICSI); 2006 Sep. 46 p.

4
Screening for domestic violence

Standard care of injuries or 
symptoms A

8
Discuss immediate 

safety status
• See Safety Planning,

Appendix E A

9
Review resources

Offer support
Offer advocate A

10
Plan for future

follow-up documentation
A

Risk Factors/Warning Signs of
Domestic Violence include:
	 •  Any injury
	 •  Somatic complaints without
	    diagnosis
	 •  Sexual problems, gynecologic/
	    gastrointestinal conditions
	 •  Psychological problems
	 •  Pregnancy/pregnancy-related
	    problems
	 •  Behavioral presentations
	 •  Change in office visit patterns
	 •  Angry, controlling, coercive behavior 
         of partner/companion 
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Provider offers
education and

resources
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Domestic violence
suspected?

5

Patient confirms
domestic violence?

7

Patient presenting
with risk

factors/warning
signs of domestic

violence?
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A

1
Implement education
program on domestic

violence

3
Provider has resources

available as needed
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A = Annotation

yes

no

no

yes

no

yes

A strong initiative for domestic violence prevention/intervention would
include an organized training program within the clinical setting,
encompassing both providers and staff. Early and ongoing collaboration 
with local domestic violence advocacy groups should occur for this to be
successful and sustained.
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