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Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease

STEP 1
Screen the newly admitted
patient for COPD and risk

factors for COPD

STEP 2
Develop a differential

diagnosis

STEP 3
Assess the severity of

the patient's COPD

STEP 4
Assess the stability of
the patient's COPD

STEP 5
Obtain input from all

members of the
interdisciplinary team

STEP 6
Assess the patient's

functional status

STEP 7
Summarize the patient's

condition

STEP 8
Develop an individualized

care plan and define
treatment goals

STEP 9

Implement facility-wide programs 
and policies to encourage 

smoking cessation

Recognition

Assessment

Treatment

STEP 10
Implement nonpharmacologic

interventions



STEP 11
Prescribe supplemental

oxygen therapy if
appropriate

STEP 12
Ensure that the patient is

protected against
respiratory tract infections

STEP 13
Implement appropriate

pharmacologic
interventions

STEP 14
Treat acute

exacerbations of 
COPD promptly

STEP 15
Manage comorbidities
associated with COPD

STEP 16
Intervene as appropriate
to manage comorbidities 

and complications

STEP 17
Determine when the

patient's condition should
be considered end-stage

STEP 18
Monitor the patient's

symptoms and functional
ability

STEP 19
Monitor the patient for the

appearance or progression of
comorbidities and complications

STEP 20
Monitor the facility's

management of COPD

Monitoring
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